
   

  

Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS 
APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS  

 
I. Background:  
The Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA) is a youth-led, UNAIDS and UNFPA supported alliance of 
over 5000 young leaders and adult allies working in over 150 countries worldwide.   Of the 2.5 million 
people infected yearly, young people account for 40 percent of new infections. GYCA empowers young 
leaders with the skills, knowledge, resources and opportunities they need to scale up HIV/AIDS 
interventions amongst their peers. 
 
GYCA prioritizes: 1) Networking and sharing of best practices; 2) Technical assistance and capacity 
building; 3) Political advocacy; and 4) Preparation for international conferences.  GYCA operates on two 
tiers. The first is through information communication technology (ICT), with free capacity-building e-
courses, discussion forums, and online resources; the second through local gatherings and regional 
partnerships.  
 
GYCA is spearheaded by a task force of youth and adult allies based internationally including 12 Regional 
Focal Points (RFPs) and their regional teams with National Focal Points, and three full time staff based at 
the Global Youth Action Network (a registered 501c3 non-profit organization, www.youthlink.org), 
GYCA’s North Secretariat host in New York, as well as one full time staff person at GYCA’s South 
Secretariat in Accra, Ghana. 
 
GYCA has a growing membership representing an array of organizations, programs and networks focusing 
on youth and HIV/AIDS. GYCA taskforce members include youth living with HIV and AIDS, and the 
Coalition is committed to working with and for excluded youth such as injecting drug users (IDUs), street 
children, youth who identify as LGBTQI, sex workers and youth in resource-constrained areas without 
access to information communication technology (ICT).  
 
The twelve regions that RFPs and NFPs represent are: 
 
 Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
 Middle East and North Africa 
 West Africa 
 Central Africa 
 East Africa 
 Southern Africa 

 South Asia 
 Asia Pacific  
 Latin America 
 The Caribbean  
 Western Europe 
 North America 

 
GYCA is currently seeking to recruit National Focal Points to work on projects and strengthen the 
network in their respective countries. Please look at the terms of reference below and fill out the 
application if you are interested in applying. 
II. Contact Information:  
If you have any questions regarding the application or GYCA, please contact your Regional Focal Point. The 
RFPs for 2010 are below.  (If you are not sure which region your country falls in, please check our 
webpage at http://www.youthaidscoalition.org/pages.html?page=regions.) 
 
 
 
 
 



   

  

Region Name Regional Focal Point (RFP) 

Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia 

Yama Meerzada  

Middle  East and 
Northern Africa 

Ahmed Tammam 
 

Western Africa Veronica Ugwu 
 

Central Africa Hippolyte  Muhire 
 

Eastern Africa Edgar Makona 
 

Southern Africa Mawethu Zita 
 

Southern Asia Ajay Upretty 
 

Asia Pacific Rachel Arini 
 

The Caribbean Korey Chisholm 
 

Latin America Ivens Reyner 
 

Western Europe Muge Cevik 
Northern American Emily Carson 

 
 
To be an NFP, you must be a part of your regional listserve.  Please send an email to the relevant listserv to 
join the regional mailing list. You can find the lists for the different regions on our website, here:  
http://www.youthaidscoalition.org/join.html. 
 
Applications should be sent to your regional focal point, not to the GYCA listserve!   
 
 
III. Principle Functions of National Focal Points:  
As a relatively decentralized network, GYCA relies upon the enthusiasm and commitment of its members 
to steer and develop the Coalition. The principle function of the NFPs is to engage GYCA members within 
their country, organize local meetings, events, and campaigns, and assist in mapping and networking. The 
NFP should believe in GYCA’s overall goals, operate from a framework of human rights, have experience in 
an HIV/AIDS related field and be committed to GYCA’s growth and sustainability.  
 
Additionally, NFPs are responsible for building a cohesive national network within their countries that 
will collectively form the regional network through existing GYCA membership, through local NGOs and 
grassroots organizations, and through international partnerships with organizations that work in the 
region on youth and HIV/AIDS issues. The RFP along with GYCA secretariats will provide technical 
support in fundraising efforts led by NFPs to subsidize their own costs and will assist them in finding 
funding opportunities.   
 
Ideally, NFPs should work out of a host organization and should be willing to help introduce GYCA to their 
local networks and community resources. Additionally, GYCA seeks NFPs that can commit to at least a one 
year contract on a voluntary basis, after which they are strongly encouraged to re-apply.  



   

  

 
IV. Benefits: 
Although all the NFP work is primarily voluntary, the role is provided with a variety of visibility and 
networking opportunities. NFPs have been and will be offered complimentary opportunities to represent 
GYCA and their regional work at international conferences and events, to take part in regional and 
international trainings, and so on. GYCA Secretariats and RFPs also assist in supporting NFPs’ local 
projects whenever possible. Since GYCA is a young but growing coalition, NFPs have a significant degree of 
input into GYCA’s regional activities and programming.  
 
V. Duties and Responsibilities of NFPs 

 Keep in regular touch with GYCA- RFP and update him or her on a monthly basis through brief 
reports; 

 Together with RFP, develop a work plan and adhere to it; 
 Be available for strategic meetings (online, by phone, or in person) with other members of your 

regional team; 
 Reach out to other  GYCA members in your country to organize events, trainings, and campaigns; 
 Organize local gatherings with youth and inform them about opportunities, events and resources. 

NFPs will be assisted in this process by our strategic partners, and may be able to use the facilities 
of UN country offices and local NGOs; 

 Undertake outreach and communication with GYCA members in their countries, to ensure equal 
focus and representation related to national needs, challenges and activities; 

 Represent GYCA and its objectives of empowering youth working in HIV/AIDS at any relevant 
national conferences and events; 

 Conduct research on organizations working in their countries on youth and HIV/AIDS issues,  
make contact with such organizations, and include them in GYCA’s interactive global directory of 
youth HIV/AIDS organizations and programmes; do inform your RFP through the brief monthly 
reports 

 Assist GYCA in its ongoing efforts to reach marginalized youth at the grassroots level; 
 Contribute material for the bi-monthly newsletter, “Youth Awake!”; 
 Contribute national HIV-related news and relevant resources for the GYCA website 
 Submit a brief report and pictures of conferences/important meetings attended; 
 Contribute to capacity building – including partaking in available GYCA e-courses, where possible, 

translate and/or facilitate the e-courses; 
 Inform your RFP of future travel plans or absence in advance. 
 It is strongly encouraged that you build strong working relationships with your National HIV/AIDS 

Commission/Council/Department 
 Participate in a Regional Chat with your RFP every other Wednesday at 9:00am ET (2:00pm GMT) 
 Identify funding opportunities in your country and inform your RFP and Sydney about it to assist 

you apply for the funds 
 It is strongly suggested that you keep records of all contacts and information as NFP to share with 

other NFPs and staff when requested 
 

VI. Criteria for Application:  
 Is already a GYCA and TIG member with a detailed profile1 
 Candidate is a youth aged 18-28; 
 Has reliable internet access, at least every other day (4 days a week); 
 Can use Microsoft Word and Internet effectively; 

                                                 
1 Become a TIG member by going to www.takingitglobal.org and signing up for free. 

http://www.takingitglobal.org/


   

  

 Is willing to work on a voluntary basis for about 5-8 hours per week;  
 Commitment for a year (Feb 2010 – Dec 2010); 
 Can understand and communicate effectively in English2;  
 Works with youth and with vulnerable populations; 
 Professional, responsible attitude, working well with others; 
 Agrees to consult with GYCA Staff before using GYCA’s logo and materials and regarding sensitive 

communication; 
 Works with a registered organization (or has significant experience) working on youth and 

HIV/AIDS; 
 Focus on HIV/AIDS  and/or on related focus such as sexual and reproductive health, development, 

poverty, or human rights;  
 in or near a capital or major city (essential for networking with UN, government and NGOs); 

 
 

IMPORTANT APPLICATION SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Please send your application form to your Regional Focal Point! 
 

Thank you! We look forward to receiving your applications! 
 
 
GYCA is committed to ensuring that all applicants receive fair and equal treatment regardless of gender, 
sexual orientation, disability, race, religion, age, marital status, ethnic or national origin, or any other 
characteristic. Youth under 24 yrs and those living with HIV and/or AIDS are encouraged to apply. 

                                                 
2 The majority of GYCA and the international HIV/AIDS community’s communication is in English, though in some regions 
(Latin America, Central Africa) other languages are primarily used, and so English fluency is not required. Applicants with 
fluency in Spanish, French, Arabic, Russian, Kiswahili and other languages are encouraged to apply.  

 


